'I'm on edge all the time': residents' experiences of living in an integrated nursing home.
This paper reports on interviews with six residents of an integrated nursing home who were asked: What is it like to live with others who exhibit socially unacceptable behaviours? Using a phenomenological approach, analysis elicited three major themes from participants' descriptions of their experiences: enervation, disenfranchisement and coping. Residents' comments highlighted the overwhelming efforts that their circumstances demanded of them; what these efforts meant to them is interpreted and the implications of the findings for nurses are discussed.